Approved For Release 2004/05/21 : CIA-RDP81 M00980R00320Q 
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


it V* It iJi 1? U A 


WASHINGTON, D.C 20505 


Legislative Counsel 


0LC 78-1944/S 

10 OCT 1978 


25X1 


Honorable John C. Stennis, Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I need not impress on you the need to protect sensitive compartmented 
intelligence which is so vital to our Nation's intelligence collection efforts. 

The Director of Central Intelligence became seriously concerned by the 
increasing numbers of persons granted access to compartmented intelligence 
and initiated a review within the Executive Branch to critically assess the 
basis for the granting of such access. The Director has extended this review 
to the Legislative Branch and issued Guidelines establishing my office as the 
Community focal point to oversee the issuance of compartmented clearances 
for the Congress, the General Accounting Office and the Library of Congress. 

A member of my office will be in contact with Mr. Frank Sullivan, 

Staff Director, to review existing compartmented clearances for staff 
members of your Committee and to establish procedures for the issuance 
of future clearances. We will represent all Community agencies which 
sponsor the issuance of clearances for staff members 

on your Committee. I assure you that this program is not intended in 
any way to impair the work of the Congress which requires access to 
sensitive inte lli gence. Our only concern, which I know you share, is that 
there be a clearly established need for such access. 

I feel certain that in a spirit of cooperation we can work out suitable 
arrangements to effectively limit and control the issuance of compartmented 
clearances and thereby enhance the protection of our most vital intelligence 
collection assets. Enclosed is a copy of the Director's letter to the President 
of the Senate informing him of the program. A similar letter was sent to the 
Speaker. 

Sincerely, 


25X1 


Enclosure Oj-C Jg - /qy«// a 


Frederick P. Hitz 
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Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill ■ - 

Speaker of the House 

House of Representatives . 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Speaker: . .. 

In view of my statutory responsibility to protect, intelligence sowces 
and methods , I became greatly concerned by the prolueraaon o. 0 - 3 
sensitive intelligence collected and maintained within system^ x 
comoartmentation. I initiated a review within trie - ‘jXCCU * ve _ 
reassess the justification for existing clearances and to Axmit 
future clearances based on the strictest application of nee 

This same concern extends to the Legislative Branch. As you know, 
staff personnel of our Congressional oversight : committees have been^x amed 

access to highly sensitive compartmented intelligence C 0 n«re^s* ' 

due to the broadening of interest in foreign intelligence with n the Congress, 
access has been extended to staffs of other committees . It m imperative 
that a review, similar to that underway within tne Execuuv future 
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to assure that current and ^ 
access to highly sensitive intelligence information is clear 3 3 

Accordingly, I have designated my Legislative Counsel to serve as the 
focal point to review all requests for such access for ongx eso ^ 
staff personnel. His office will contact the chairmen and staff directoi t> 
of those committees concerned to assess the justification of existii g 
clearances and to establish agreed upon guidelines to assess mite y 
the need-to-know for future clearances. I do not intend i i ) c ^ 
impede or impair the work of any committee which re. ^® s to- w 

sensitive intelligence . It is my concern, however, that need t * 
be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, experience ha>^ si 
that most congressional requirements for substantive intelligence can 
be satisfied without access to highly sensitive sources and metnoc s 
information. . 

Where there is a clearly justifiable need. Members of Congress are 
riven access to sensitive intelligence information. Personal sia o 
Members, however, have been denied such access and I have reaf irm« 
this policy. The only exception, which I am initiating a, this 
grant selected key staff members serving m the offices of the Leadership 
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of the o on <>;Appr©v©e M>meVk'& c 2d6m$liY'-} 

,, vo fnl'ir Inni'i and require stafi assistance. 171“... Art ■ ■ '-' . • 

Z, : rt phonal staff mombe,‘s from the stuffs of your olhcos, .. - . 

be &dJrt Pro-Ten, pore of the Senate, and 
I.cnders of both the Senate and the House. My Leg, ££ 
will be contacting your offices to determine winch V± ter''si«ne t l 

have designated tor such access. I recently MtooriC' 

•jointly by Senate Majority Loader Kooert Byrd ctndi>-P-<^,j ^ c 5 
Reader Howard Baker submitting a request for staff a .-^ y>.. 
be honored and handled directly with their offices. 

It R rnv firm belief that these procedures will not interfere with 
the proper flow of intelligence to the Congress, but will serve to .enhance 
e protection' of highly nensitlv* intelligence sources . 

limiting access to’an absolute need-tO-know. '^J' omriiittee 
r.uooort to facilitate acceptance of these procedure- by committee. 

chairmen .in any way that you deem appropriate. • . / - > 

• Yours sincerely. . • ... 


r / o / C v 1 * - ;"•* * I * V* " 1 ' lo V.* 

^ •- V — 4 * ■**. 


STANSFIELD TURNER 
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Honorable Walter Mondale 
President of the Senate 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 


Dear Mr, President: 


In view of my statutory res ^ proliferation of highly 
and methods , I became greatly concerned of 

sensitive intelligence collected and maintains * .. Branch to 


sensitive intelligence couecxea ana - the* Pxecutive Branch to 

cornpartmentation. 1 initiated a review within .1^ 

reassess the justification for existing n f nfted-to-know. 


reassess the justification ior txib uu 5 V ::^ nn n f need-to-know . 
future clearances based on the strictest application of need to 


This same concern extends to the Legis l comm . ttees have been granted 
staff personnel of our Congressional informa tx 0 n. However, 

access to highly sensitive compar • ffn intelligence within the Congress, 

due to the broadening ^"^^^other committees. It is imperative 
access has been extended to staffs ol Executive Branch, be 

that a review, similar to that underway w * {h t curre nt and future 

undertaken within the Legislative B ^h to aosnro tt.at t 
access to highly sensitive intelligence mfox mation is cica y j 


Accordingly . I have designated my ^2 isl ^J e f ^°c^g r essional ^ ^ 

of those committees concerned to a^se^s me 3 critically 

clearances and to establish agreed upon guic e me ^ . t Q 

the need-to-know for future clearances. I do not mtmi(^in any wy 

impede or impair the work of any committee which i ct nee<M o-know 

sensitive intelligence. It is my concern however 
be shown to be clearly warranted. In thio regard, exp 
that most congressional 

be satisfied without access to hignly oensi 
information . 


Where there is a clearly justifiable need. Memuers of Congr eSo a 
given access to sensitive intelligence information. I m- nal t >•* ° 
Members, however, have been denied such a ?cess and I have ^caft.rm^ 

this policy. The only exception, which I am j t ^« j. ca iorship 

grant selected key staff members serving in the offices ot th.- J-.caa 
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‘'of *ihe Coti^rcrijs access since their principals receive sensit i ve intelligence 
on a regular basis and require staff asaislanee- This will include 
designated personal staff members from the ''staffs of your offices, 
the President Pro -Tempore of the Senate, and Majority and Minority 
Ponders of both the Senate and the House- My Legislative Counsel 
will be contacting your offices to determine which staff personnel you 
have designated for such access- I recently received a letter signed 
jointly by Senate Majority Leader Robert Byrd and Senate. Minority 
Leaden* Howard Baker submitting a request for staff access which will 
be honored and handled directly with their offices - 

It is my firm belief that- these procedures v/ill not interfere with 
the proper flow of intelligence to the Congress, but will serve to enhance 
the protection of highly sensitive intelligence sources and methods by 
limiting access to' an absolute need-to’-know- I would welcome your 
support to facilitate acceptance of these procedures' by committee 
chairmen in any way that you deem appropriate - • . 

Yours sincerely, • • 




J5TANSFIJBLD TURNER 
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